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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 CFR §1.56, applicants submits the 
documents attached hereto. Pursuant to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, OG Notice 05 August 2003, applicants have excluded copies of the fourteen 
(14) U.S. patent documents. All documents are to be made of record in the above- 
identified case. A listing of said documents on forms PTO/SB/08a and PTO/SB/08b are 
also attached. 

The present Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b)(4), before the First Office Action on the merits after 
the filing of a Request for Continued Examination; therefore, no filing fee is believed to 
be required. If a filing fee is required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
applicants' deposit account 01-1 350 for the full amount of said fee. 
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EP No. 077931 0A2 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6,372,876B1, is provided herewith. 

EP No. 0814764B1 is not in the English language; however, an English language 
equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6,395,265B1, is provided herewith. 

EP No. 1025833A1 is not in the English language; however, an English language 
equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6,514,488B1, is provided herewith. 

EP No. 1306078A1 is not in the English language; however, an English language 
equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 2003/01 03909A1, is provided herewith. 

JP No. 2000-336141 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 2002/01 55079A1, is provided herewith. 

JP No. 2001-39837 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6,506,372B1, is provided herewith. 

JP No. 2001-172330 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6,262,299B1, is provided herewith. 

JP No. 11-310699 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language equivalent, U.S. Patent No. 6,238,679, was cited in the IDS submitted June 
18, 2004. 

WO No. 97/25021 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language abstract translation can be found on the cover. 

WO No. 99/30674 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language abstract translation can be found on the cover. 
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WO No. 02/070577A1 is not in the English language; however, an English 
language abstract translation can be found on the cover. 



This Statement is not intended to represent that no better art exists. Applicants 
reserve the right to contest the applicability of the documents attached hereto as prior 
art in the event that any information is discovered which demonstrates that said 
documents do not qualify as prior art. 

Consideration of the present Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is 
respectfully requested. The claimed invention is, however, deemed to represent a 
patentable departure from the teachings of the prior art. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



$ames C. Abruzzo 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 55,890 
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